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A VISION FOR WYRE

A 50 YEAR
VISION FOR
WYRE

The Wyre Forest is mostly ancient woodland: 2400 hectares of it
– the largest contiguous forest of that kind in the whole of England. Though there were trees here before there were human
beings, the forest we know today is the product of our history.
Landscapes change, particularly when people manage them.
We will manage this one by caring for wildlife in all its diversity
and encouraging a flourishing woodland economy. The forest of
the future will be nourished by its past; it will weave together a
range of communities and different sorts of landscape. We want
it to be, in the words of John Ruskin, ‘beautiful, peaceful, and
fruitful’. We want it to generate wealth, serve the needs of visitors seeking refreshment, and resonate in human memory.
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Our Vision can be
summarised in the
following statements
that have linked action
areas associated with
them in the pages that
follow;

1.The Forest will have been recognised as one of England’s most important ancient woodlands.
Wyre will have adapted structurally to a changing climate within an inspirational 21st-century woodland landscape meeting society’s needs and carbon targets.
2.Wyre evokes a powerful sense of place and this is celebrated by the communities and people of
the Forest, and shared by visitors who value the special qualities. There is a recognition that the
landscape of Wyre Forest and its setting is highly distinctive, diverse and culturally complex. The
story of Wyre is ingrained in its landscape and will be written by the generations to come
3.The forest will have a more natural woodland landscape, managed to increase the diversity of tree
species characteristic of the ancient woodland of Wyre with a varied age structure from young saplings to aging veterans
4.A rich mosaic of woodland and well connected open habitats will have been developed, incorporating meadows and orchards, patches of heathland and a network of ‘rides’ through the forest.
5.Populations of key woodland species will have been secured. Habitat management and species
introductions will have allowed for species migration in response to changes in climate. Reintroductions of key species will have contributed to the natural processes of the woodland.
6.The people and communities of the Wyre Forest will understand, recognise and celebrate the national significance and value of the Forest and will have opportunities to become involved in its maintenance and development. It will be a core part of their quality of life, enhancing health and wellbeing.
7.A vibrant woodland enterprise culture will support and complement Wyre’s landscape, turning its
timber into a diverse range of products needed and valued by society.
8.The Wyre Forest will be an excellent place to visit, with great facilities and activities designed for its
core family audience. Interactive and stimulating information about the Forest, its landscape and wildlife will be easily accessible.
9.The Wyre Forest will be widely known as a distinctive destination complementing Cleobury Country
and the Severn Valley. Wyre will have a national reputation for high quality tourism, food and local
products derived from the woodland and surrounding landscapes.
10.The Wyre Forest will be recognised as a significant national centre for woodland learning, research and monitoring, supporting formal and informal learning and skills development in all its
forms, underpinned by a deep evidence base.
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A STATEMENT OF
SIGNIFICANCE
ABOUT TODAY’S
WYRE FOREST

The oak is an emblem of England and Englishness. It has stood for centuries as a
mark of strength, beauty, mystery and variety. There is nothing quite as majestic.
But no two oak trees ever seem quite the same, so an oak forest feels like a community. Individual in themselves, the trees gain in beauty and power when experienced in the mass.
The Wyre Forest is primarily an oak forest, but it also contains other kinds of tree
and other sorts of landscape. For much of prehistory it was a ‘wildwood’, and you
will still find rowan, hazel and ash among the oaks today, and a wide variety of
trees. There are also patches of heathland in the forest, and varied undergrowth.
Sometimes you come across ponds, large and small, and streams and rivers, including the mighty Severn. All these kinds of landscape have their different ecologies. It’s easy to forget that, along with the beetles and woodpeckers, the forest is
home to kingfishers, newts and dragonflies.
The diversity of landscapes is partly created by the plants and creatures that depend on them. Visitors cannot fail to have noticed the fallow deer, once hunted by
kings when the Wyre was a hunting forest. There is a wide range of birds – the
lesser spotted woodpecker, the green woodpecker, the crossbill, the carrion
crow, buzzards, long-eared owls and, occasionally, nightingales. There are hopes
that the nightjar, whose voice once haunted the heathland, will be heard there
again before long. There are the earthbound creatures too: not only deer, but
badgers, foxes, squirrels and so on down to the tiny dormice and woodmice, virtually invisible to us, but constantly watched for by predatory birds. There are reptiles too: lizards, slow worms, grass snakes, adders, the last of these now sadly
becoming rare. Most of these creatures feed on the innumerable varieties of insects and invertebrates which themselves thrive on the trees and their detritus:

5

every imaginable kind of beetle, the very common wood ant,
glow-worms, gall wasps, caddis flies and butterflies. There is
an exceptional range of butterflies. One of them, the pearlbordered fritillary, stunningly beautiful with its orange marbled wings, is rare outside the Wyre.
And then the flowers. If you go to the forest in May, you will
see the bluebells gleaming in the shade. You will see wild
anemones and wood sorrel, wood cranesbill and, increasingly, wild orchids. There are gorse and heather in the heathland, and abundant fungi giving seasonal flushes of toadstools.
The Wyre is predominantly ancient woodland. Long before
humans came to Britain 10,000 years ago, the region was
thickly forested. If we care to dream a little, the Wyre can link
us to that era, though it is not in fact primeval. It is indeed a
cultivated space, made by human culture and human needs.
Trees and their management have been part of this
landscape since the end of the last Ice Age. People have
lived in the forest off and on and still do. They have cared for
the landscape in innumerable ways, exploited it, feared it and
taken delight in it. Seasonal hunters, Iron Age settlers, feudal
lords, miners, farmers and generations of woodland communities have each left their imprint. Typical modern visitors include picnicking families, parties of schoolchildren who stop
off at the Wyre Forest Discovery Centre, and enthusiasts for
the woodland and the quality of its produce, many of whom
invest in social enterprises and buy from farmers’ markets.
So we are still causing change. The evidence is there to be
found in both the forest and its hinterland. If we have
changed the forest, it is also true that the forest has changed
us – changed our communities and provided the things that

shape our lives. This is social and economic evolution. It has
been significant in creating the circumstances that have led
to the development of locally distinctive habitats and biodiversity. All of these things can be sustained and enhanced, now
and in the future, by forest management and the active presence of human communities. Things will inevitably change.
Let us work for the kinds of change that will benefit both people and the forest.
We need to be aware of what we do. As we know to our cost
in modern times, biodiversity needs conscious protection. It’s
no longer enough to let the forest get on with its life. Nor can
we, as human beings, pursue our needs and interests without
care or reflection. People will keep on coming to the Wyre for
leisure and adventure. They will also pursue their economic
needs. If we reflect on the well-being of all in the forest – the
trees and the wild flowers, the deer and the butterflies, the
rivers and the woodland paths – we can maintain its diversity
and help to nurture it. We can harvest the trees – coppice
them, thin the woodland, supply the market for timber. If we
do so with care and foresight, we not only provide benefits
for ourselves; we give the trees the space they need to flourish. The practice of harvesting might be taken as a model for
everything we do. If visitors to the forest, for example, respect
the wildlife there, they will come to learn more about the
woodland and want to live harmoniously with it. The Victorian
thinker John Ruskin, whose Guild of St George owns a few of
the forest’s 2400 hectares, urged his followers to make their
‘small piece of English ground … beautiful, peaceful, and
fruitful.’ We should all desire that for the Wyre Forest today.
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INTRODUCTION TO WYRE

ABOUT THE
WYRE FOREST
LANDSCAPE
PARTNERSHIP

The Wyre Forest Landscape Partnership (WFLP) was established under the Chairmanship of Professor Chris Baines in early 2013. The Partnership’s primary aim
is to underpin the future of the Wyre Forest by the creation of new frameworks
and partnerships that will conserve and sustainably manage the Wyre.
WFLP builds on past projects that have produced a number of notable successes
including extensive biodiversity and heritage gains. Of particular relevance is the
Grow With Wyre project, a Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Partnership scheme
which raised more than £4 million for a range of projects across the Forest.
The intention is to expand and extend this work. The primary objective of future
woodland management is to bring the SSSI into favourable condition and to further enhance the ecological resilience of the forest.
Our aim is to establish self sustaining management systems for the conservation
and restoration of the Wyre Forest’s amazing ancient woodland landscape and
associated mosaic of habitats, rebuilding biodiversity and creating resilience.
Whilst there will be a need for continued public funding to support public benefits
derived from the woodlands especially conservation, education, recreation, this
will be underpinned by profitable forestry operations.
As a first step towards achieving this it was agreed to produce a jointly agreed
Strategy for Wyre. This document is the result of extensive discussions and debate within a wide range of partners from many different disciplines and viewpoints.
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H OW THE P ARTNERSHIP W ORKS
The Wyre Forest Landscape Partnership (WFLP) has a structure designed primarily
around the core tasks it has been established to complete between 2013 and 2016.
In summary these key outcomes are;
✴ Agreement of the first strategic Management Strategy for the Wyre Forest;
✴ An associated Delivery Plan which translates the Strategy’s aspirations into a 5 year
programme;
✴ The identification and sourcing of financial and other resources needed to implement
the Delivery Plan;
✴ The alignment of the key public bodies and their partners working across the public
forest estate within a shared operational plan, allocating available resources, sharing
skills and adding value;
✴ The safeguarding of the wildlife of the Forest including achieving favourable condition across the extensive Sites of Special Scientific.
To see these aspirations through, the Partnership has developed a structure to properly
debate and rigorously test the Strategy. Wyre’s landscape is complex and precious so
care has been taken to ensure that the right balance of experts, organisations and local
community representatives were involved.
Key strategic direction and leadership originates from the Wyre Forest Landscape Partnership Broad which contains the key bodies with overarching responsibility for manage-
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C ORE P ARTNERS
Forestry Commission

ment. Reporting to the Board are four Working Groups, covering land management, the
rural economy, historic environment and learning and access. Each of the 5 Groups has
around 15 members, and although there are people who sit on more than one group,
there are around 60 organisations who are actively engaged.

Natural England
Butterfly Conservation
Wyre Community Land Trust
Bewdley Development Trust
Cleobury Country
Wyre Forest District Council
Wyre Forest Study Group
Worcestershire County Council
Guild of St George
Royal Forestry Society
English Heritage
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W ORKING G ROUP
M EMBERS
Forestry Commission
Natural England
Butterfly Conservation
Wyre Community Land Trust
Bewdley Development Trust
Cleobury Country

H OW T HIS S TRATEGY H AS BEEN D EVELOPED
Since the first meetings of the Wyre Forest Landscape Partnership in January
2013 this Strategy has been evolving via a wide group of partners and specialists.
There was no template for this type of Strategy, so the first task was to settle on a
format and framework to cover the range of issues and opportunities within this
unique ancient woodland asset. The “glue” for this has been the agreement of a
shared vision representing the common aspirations of all partners.
The specialist working groups, over many meetings, have worked on the sections
on which they have expertise and specialist knowledge. Using the shared vision
as a foundation, they have debated and mounded each action area, and also
proofed and challenged work across other areas.

Wyre Forest District Council
Wyre Forest Study Group
Worcestershire County Council
Guild of St George
Royal Forestry Society
English Heritage
Shropshire Council
Council for British Archaeology
Wyre Forest Society

The 10 Action Areas which form the main body of this document are the net results of this, together with the objectives and targets flowing from each.
The WFLP Board’s role has been to scrutinise, challenge and test the scope and
breadth of this document. The Board can also ensure that the core partners and
those who have the means to create policy and funding frameworks around it,
are engaged and committed to seeing it through.
There has been much effort to underpin this document with some realism too. As
much as there are aspirational targets, there is an awareness about the changing
funding and political landscape. Thus the delivery plan will test these much further and ensure that the resources and means to bring this to fruition can be sourced.

C ONSULTATION

Environment Agency
RSPB
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust
Shropshire Wildlife Trust

To form and shape this draft Strategy, it has been necessary to concentrate the
debate within this representative, wide ranging but closed group. The Partnership are aware that this has excluded some key organisations and groups and it
now needs to get the views of the people and communities who live in, work in
and use the Forest.

Shropshire Council
Uncllys Farm
Cleobury Footpaths Association
Cleobury Golf Club
The Copper Pot
Little Lakes
Forest Services
Other community and landowner representatives
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WYRE’S
HISTORICAL
AND
CULTURAL
CONTEXT

The environmental and cultural character of Wyre and its setting is highly distinctive. It is located in a landscape that has broadly evolved as a result of the interaction of the River Severn with an area that lies at the boundary of a high plateau
and the rolling lowlands leading towards the Severn Vale. 10,000 years of sociopolitical, cultural and economic forces have adapted and modified the landscape
to create a place that has a definitive signature character.

E ARLY P REHISTORY
The earliest recorded settlement is located just east of modern Wyre, north of
Wribbenhall. The site was excavated revealing evidence of temporary shelters
and a hearth that contained the charred remains of hazelnut fragments. Scientific
dating of the fragments revealed they were around 8800 years old. This is within
the period of prehistory called the Mesolithic (10,000 - 4,000BC): a time when a
nomadic hunter gatherer society was developing the technology of flint working
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to a very high standard. The site near Wribbenhall has been
interpreted as a seasonal hunting camp. The hazelnuts would
have been gathered from the surrounding woodland.
A wide distribution of discarded flint artefacts has revealed
how the landscape was being intensively exploited as a natural hunting resource throughout earlier prehistory. The discovery of a Neolithic (4,000 - 2,300BC) flint axe at Dowles in addition to a group of Bronze Age (2,300 - 700BC) axes near
Bewdley is evidence of the earliest farmers settling in the locality. At this time, the large-scale clearance of post-glacial
wildwood was common practice as society became less nomadic and began to manage the landscape and its natural
resources to support a slowly expanding population. This is
tantalising evidence of prehistoric communities beginning to
occupy the landscape. Aside from the Wribbenhall site, direct evidence of earlier prehistoric settlement remains elusive
prior to the Iron Age (700BC - 43AD).

T HE L ATER P REHISTORIC AND
R OMANO -B RITISH P ERIODS
The arrival of the Iron Age saw a population that was continuing to increase and, in common with much of Britain, society
had become largely settled and also organised into large
tribes. It is from this period that we can see the presence of

ancient society preserved in the landscape of Wyre. In 2007
a Lidar survey of Wyre (light detection and ranging) was carried out as part of the Grow With Wyre project. Lidar records
the surface of the land in high detail and it has revealed the
earthen banks and ditches of several prehistoric settlements
commonly located on promontories of high ground that overlook the Dowles and Severn Valleys. An example is at Kingswood, which is situated just beyond the central-northern
edge of Wyre. This is the largest of the settlements and it may
have been a local administrative centre and meeting place
for the extended family groups that lived in smaller settlement
in the surrounding area.
By the time of the Roman advance across Britain in the 1st 2nd centuries AD, Wyre's landscape was settled by an extensive farming community that also consumed goods via established local, regional and possibly international markets. At
this time the identity of Wyre Forest was still not established.
Indeed, the landscape may have largely been devoid of mature trees, although woodland management and coppicing
would have been established practice: wood products being
a primary resource. There are no Roman villa sites recorded
in Wyre, although this is not unexpected because villas are
not commonplace in North Worcestershire or South Shropshire. Roman period coins have been found near Hawkbatch
Farm in the East of Wyre, adjacent to the Severn. However,
West of Wyre is the impressive Wall Town Roman Fort, which

13

survives as a large earthwork. This was a military site during
the early decades of the Roman campaign. However, by the
2nd century AD the site had evolved into a larger civilian settlement that remained occupied at least until the 4th century
AD.

T HE P OST -R OMAN AND M EDIEVAL P ERIODS
This marks the beginning of a significant historical period
which saw the Forest of Wyre defined as a distinctive place
within the landscape. The early medieval period (6th - 11th
century AD) is sometimes referred to as The Dark Ages. In
Wyre's landscape this is, perhaps, an apt description, at
least in terms of established archaeological sites. There is
currently no evidence of when communities migrated from
established prehistoric settlements towards the settlements
that became established as towns, villages and hamlets as
the medieval centuries progressed. Nonetheless, there is no
suggestion that the landscape was abandoned following the
Roman withdrawal. Indeed, documentary evidence refers to
the presence of a powerful Royal Manor at Kinlet, which was
held at one time by Edith, Queen to Edward the Confessor
(1042 - 1066). The Manor would not have existed in isolation.
Small dispersed settlements and farms would have been established within woodland clearings, alongside drove roads
and at the edges of Wyre. The landscape was not necessarily heavily wooded at this time. Historic Landscape Characterisation projects in Shropshire and Worcestershire suggest
prior to current field enclosures there were many areas of unenclosed heathland associated with areas of managed woodland.
Wyre Forest was established by the 11th century gaining
greater status throughout the late medieval period (12th 15th century AD). It was a royal hunting chase during the
early part of this period, subject to Forest Law, but was also
under the control of Roger de Mortimer before reverting back
to the Crown. At least three areas of park existed in Wyre.
These were associated with Cleobury, Tickenhill Palace and
Ribbesford. Throughout the late medieval period the impact
of settlement, industry and farming began to shape the cultural landscape of Wyre into something resembling its modern form. The relationship between Wyre Forest and the development of Bewdley as a key river port during the 15th century was a direct result of the economic potential of the medieval Forest. West of the forest Cleobury Mortimer developed
during the 14th century at a time when the Manor was held
by Roger de Mortimer, later becoming a market town. Many
of the small, dispersed settlements, isolated farmsteads and
smallholdings that characterise Wyre today have origins in

the late medieval period. Industrial activity was also beginning to influence the landscape at this time. Snuffmill with its
associated group of ponds located within the deep natural
cutting, once known as The Golden Valley, is documented as
far back as 1336. Dowles Brook also supported a string of
mills leading to modification of the watercourse and the construction of more water storage. In the west of Wyre iron ore
was being mined from the 14th century.

T HE P OST - MEDIEVAL P ERIOD
The period beginning in the 16th century saw an increase of
industrial land use, coppicing and craft specialisation. Wyre
was at the heart of the looming age of industrialisation. By the
17th century, the extent of Wyre was broadly similar to the
modern forest. The character of Wyre, however, is likely to
have changed considerably following the decline and breakup of the parkland estates, which heralded an increase of
woodland production and intensive land management. Small
and larger-scale coal mining became established during the
17th and 18th centuries leaving a distinctive signature in the
form of a succession of pits in the landscape. Craft specialisation increased, however, and charcoal production in support of industry dominated and, perhaps, peaked before the
dominance of coal created a substantial demand for coppice
wood. In the mid-nineteenth century coppice management
began to change to incorporate the retention of selected
trees to be grown on through several coppice rotations to provide a source of larger diameter timber, in the system known
as ‘coppice with standards’. The landscape-scale impact of
this phase of intensive management is clearly evident in the
results of the Lidar survey, which revealed an intricate network of tracks, substantial extraction tracks or "tushings"
along with coppice boundaries, woodbanks and ditches; all
bearing testament to the scale of activity.

T HE 19 TH AND 20 TH C ENTURIES
The 19th century marked the beginning of a period of gradual decline in Forest industry. This was to some extent offset
by the increase in fruit production that, to some extent, profited from the construction of the Bewdley to Woofferton and
Severn Valley railway lines. The Great Western Railway
opened up access throughout the West Midlands and Welsh
Marches regions, operating for a century until 1963. Many
new orchards were planted and fruit production increased to
an industrial scale in order to serve both local consumption
and the markets of Birmingham and the Black Country. The
prominence of orchards declined throughout the 20th century
however, and the effect on the landscape is still evident in the
field systems, particularly, to the south and west of the Forest.
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In the early decades of the twentieth century the demand for
oak bark for tanning, oak casks for the potteries industry and
charcoal went into steep decline. The value of coppice products fell by more than half over just a few years and, during
the 1920s and 30s, large areas of coppice were abandoned.
The coppice stools were generally reduced to a single stem,
or ‘singled’ and a uniform high forest structure developed,
with even aged oak over an understorey in which the number
and variety of trees and shrubs was greatly reduced. Coinciding with this decline in the traditional forestry practices,
the Forestry Commission began operations in the area in
1926. Plantations of Spruce, Western Hemlock, Corsican and
Scots Pine, European Larch and Beech were established,
particularly on Forestry Commission and Cadbury’s Estate
land within the Wyre Forest during the 1940s and 1950s.

The 1940s saw a brief, yet historically significant, association
between Wyre and the military. Sturt Common was for a time
home to the United States military in the lead-up to the D-Day
landings at Normandy. Post-war the base was re-deployed
as a storage depot for the Royal Navy.
South-east of Sturt the area known as Birchen Vallets has
been in use as a rocket motor test for several decades. Both
sites may seem ephemeral when compared with, for example, the industrial sites, but nonetheless they have left their
own signature contributing in part to Wyre's landscape diversity.
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GEOGRAPHICAL
CONTEXT

L OCATION
The Wyre Forest is situated in the English West Midlands, west of the suite of communities of the Birmingham conurbation and on the borders of Worcestershire,
Shropshire and Staffordshire. The woodland forms a natural gateway between
the Black Country and the sparser landscapes of Marches and Welsh borders.
The River Severn bisects the Forest, with the river port of Bewdley on its eastern
flank, whilst its western side stretches to the market town of Cleobury Mortimer.
The current main extent of the Wyre Forest reaches some eight kilometres from
the west bank of the River Severn with another large block on the east of the river.
The irregular edges of the main block, and several woods almost contiguous to
the south, suggest a much larger extent of forest in the past. This probably
stretched along the Severn from Worcester to Bridgnorth.
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The greater part of the forest lies within a triangle defined by
the ridges which form the watershed of Dowles Brook. The
triangle forms a basin sloping from its western edge, which
runs from Clows Top to Bagginswood, down to the confluence of Dowles Brook and River Severn. Steep-sided valleys, and the frequency of seepages and of poorly drained
soils, mean that cross-country routes avoid the forest and
roads follow the ridges around it.
Starting from Bewdley, a clockwise circuit takes us up Long
Bank, along the Callow Hill ridge and the Tenbury Road,
across a marshy saddle at Blakemoor Farm and up to Clows

Top. We then head for Cleobury Mortimer, but cut north
across Wyre Common to cross the Kinlet road. The watershed runs close to the minor road north to Baggins Wood,
where it meets another ridge running south east towards Button Bridge and thence zig-zags across the road back to
Bewdley. The highest points on the watershed are Church
Hill, above Bayton Common, at 231 metres above sea level
and Bagginswood at 195m; the confluence of Dowles with
the Severn lies at 15 metres above sea level.
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L AND O WNERSHIP

Wyre Forest ownership

Hectares

%

Forestry Commission

1051.50

43

Natural England

369.00

15

Other managed

623.90

25

Unmanaged/ not known

411.00
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D ESIGNATIONS

The Wyre forest is composed of;
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
National Nature Reserve of predominantly oak high forest
of 100-120 years old

Ha
1755.7
600

Ancient Semi Natural Woodland, roughly comparable to
the NNR and covering the oak high-forest and also the
railway embankments on the current cycle path.

1564

Ancient Replanted woodland predominantly Forestry
Commission and private ownership currently with conifer
crops on them.

1130.7
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A NCIENT W OODLAND
Ancient woodlands are one of the UK’s most significant resources, they have a human and ecological time depth seen
in few other landscapes. The Wyre Forest is one of the largest ancient lowland woods in England, an extensive complex
of woodland and wood edge habitats containing both lowland and upland woodland elements. Wyre is one of only 14
sites in England with more than 300 ha of ancient woodland,
but is the largest area which has survived as a contiguous
block.

Wyre’s woodlands have evolved and changed over time. It’s
landscape has always been a woodland interspersed with
open areas. This was typical of most British forests in medieval times, and Wyre is one of the few forests left in Britain
which still retains this type of structure.
Today’s Forest is a remnant of tract of woodland that covered
much of south Shropshire, southwest Staffordshire and north
Worcestershire. This preserved continuity makes Wyre not
only a distinctive landscape in its own right but it’s wide
range and mosaic of habitats and the notable species diversity it contains, makes it nationally exceptional.
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W YRE ’ S W OODLAND T YPES AND
S PECIES
Woodland types by area and percentage (from National
Forestry Inventory data)

Tree Species by area and percentage in the Forestry Commission holding*
Species

Woodland type

Broadleaf

Conifer

Open area(s)

Mixed, predominantly conifer

Mixed, predominantly broadleaved

Ha

%

1556

976

118

107

64

54

34

4

4

2

Assumed woodland

59

12

2

0

Percentag
e (%)

Oak

325.8

31.2

Douglas Fir

181.2

17.3

Beech

132.4

12.7

Corsican pine

130.2

12.5

Scots Pine

62.1

5.9

Western hemlock

38.2

3.7

Japanese larch

32.4

3.1

Norway spruce

21

2

Birch

19.5

1.9

European larch

17.9

1.7

13

1.2

Lawsons cypress

6.4

0.6

Western red cedar

2.2

0.2

Nothofagus

0.6

0.1

62

5.9

TOTAL

TOTAL

1044.9

100

Mixed broadleaves

Other**

Young trees and shrubs

Area (ha)

*FC sub-compartment breakdown only as the National Forestry Inventory
does not breakdown by species.
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L ANDSCAPE S ETTING
Wyre forms an integral part of the wooded landscapes of the
central Severn Valley. It is a distinctive functional landscape,
moulded over centuries to deliver the needs of society. The
Forest’s use ranged from a hunting chase to an intensive coppice underpinning the industrial revolution, supplying charcoal, coal and timber products. Latterly the area grew fruit
and that created a legacy orchard landscape. The indelible
marks of each episode remain within it and have enriched it
as a very unique and precious place within the UK.
The Forest sits within a diverse rolling farmed landscape. The
land is mixed, often intensive enclosed arable agricultural
land, although the hedgerows structure is now quite weak.

The rolling farmed land sits alongside some notable estates
and the post-industrial landscapes of the Shirebrookdale
coalfield. There are areas of smaller mixed field patterns with
more distinctive hedgerows on the western side of the Forest.
On the eastern side, the Forest runs up to the urban fringes
of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn..
The Forest is difficult to take in as a whole landscape entity
other than from at vantage points like the nearby Clee Hills, it
is easy to pass by the Forest and get no sense of the whole
hidden asset. The road network mostly skirts around its
boundaries and within the Forest narrow sinuous lanes criss
cross it, and the banks and woodland cover give it an intimate enclosed feeling.
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L AND M ANAGEMENT
Most woodland areas have seen some kind of management,
but there is a significant split between the areas of broadleaves and conifers.
Within the conifer crop, predominantly managed by the Forestry Commission, a wide range of species types occur including Douglas Fir, Corsican Pine, Larch, Scots Pine and
Western Hemlock. The planting and species mix shows no
particular pattern or connection to soil type and some crops
have been more successful than others. Most of the conifer
woodland is actively managed.
The broadleaf woodland area represents around 50% of the
Forestry Commission area, most of the Natural England and
the privately managed areas. It is dominated by mature oak
with areas of beech, birch, recently managed coppice and
other mixed species. There is anecdotal evidence that the
oak in Wyre is slow growing, possibly as result of oak pox
(thought to be a result of the scale insect ‘kermes’).
The surrounding agricultural land has a mixed farming economy. It is more often arable in larger open fields, with more
limited areas of livestock and other uses interspersed.

Wyre’s important unimproved meadows and orchards have
survived as remnants scattered throughout the woodland.
Many of these have been bought back into management
through a conservation grazing and management partnership between Natural England and the Wyre Community
Land Trust. The Trust use mobile herds of cattle and flocks of
sheep to graze these isolated areas, and has developed a
large group of volunteers who undertake a range of
Woodland management grants under past England Woodland
Grant Schemes (EWGS) showing a ramping up of interest from
owners in the past 25 years.
Scheme

Hectares*

EWGS 1

9.70

EWGS 2

164.30

EWGS 3

840.80

Felling licences

755.80

• *Some woodland will be double counted as it comes into a number of
schemes but total land under EWGS is 920 hectares
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B IODIVERSITY
Wyre is an area of very high ecological value reflected in the
large areas of SSSI and the National Nature Reserve. In addition to the woodlands, of particular note are the areas of orchards and exceptional unimproved grasslands within the
forest area. It is thought that Wyre and its environs contain
around 4% of the national area of unimproved grasslands.
The habitats across Wyre includes woodland clearings that
support nationally important metapopulations of bats and the
pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly. Breeding birds in the Wyre
Forest area include wood warbler, redstart, pied flycatcher,
tree pipit and lesser-spotted woodpecker, white dipper, grey
wagtail and kingfisher are found on the larger streams. It also
has a nationally outstanding assemblage of reptiles and amphibians, including the adder and palmate newt.

rocks within the forest are predominantly acid sandstones,
shales, mudstones and clays in thin, discontinuous layers,
giving soils of acid brownearth and podzolic types where the
coarser rocks are freely draining, and gleyed, waterlogged
soils on finer materials and where seepages occur.

G EODIVERSITY
The Forest lies within the Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark containing rock formations of outstanding geological interest, which span over 700 million years to include some of the
oldest the oldest rocks in England. The Geopark Way
passes through the Wyre Forest. http://geopark.org.uk/pub/

G EOLOGY AND SOILS
Wyre Forest lies on a dome of Coal Measures rocks of the Upper Carboniferous, deeply dissected by Dowles Brook. Only
traces of coal occur within the main part of the forest, except
in small areas to the east and west, where early bell pit mining accessed thin seams, but to the north and the south,
where the rocks are downfaulted later strata, coal has been
mined from the medieval period until mid 20th century. The
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